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GREEN FINGERS!

Congratulations to members of Senior 3 
who have cleared an area of garden to 
grow vegetables. The group consisting of 
Charlotte Baum, Jack McKeown, Henry 
Jowett, Chris Lington, Samantha Borley, 
James Borley, Declan Cartwright and 
Seb Allen have been working with Mrs 
Woolmer as part of the Eco Group for the 
volunteering section of their Bronze Duke of 
Edinburgh award. The veg patch has already 
produced radishes, peas and lettuces.  

ECO RANGERS
We were at the conservation club at 
Twycross Zoo for seven weeks. Our 
favourite week was the Reduce, Reuse, 
Recycle week. In this week we made paper 
from shredded paper. It was our messiest 
week but the most fun. We found it hard 
to decide which week to write about. 
We eventually decided to pick this week.
This report is by Theo Zuzarte, the most 
enthusiastic person, Jemima Cockroft, the 
sunniest, Harry Calder, the most proactive 
and Lucy Slater, the bounciest.
Editor’s note: In a fi nal presentation at 
the end of the course Amy Moore from 
Twycross Zoo presented the children with awards and appropriate titles. 
The other Form 4s who took part include:  Georgia Hargreaves, the bravest, Chloe James, the most caring, Hannah Walker, the best 
paper maker, Jake Sanders, the most calming infl uence, Jake Bhakta, the best bug collector, Henry Banks, the best animal knowledge, 
Peter Nugent, the most inquisitive, Jonathan van Zyl, the best trail blazer and Adam Dodd, the most dynamic. 

The hot, humid days of spring and summer 
usually produce swarms of honey bees 
around the school buildings or grounds. 
Usually these swarms fi nd a new home by 
themselves, but occasionally a swarm will 
alight where it causes a nuisance.

One such swarm was taken this June from 
the walnut tree in front of the school by Mr 
Holder and Mr Assinder. The bees proved 
very benign and forgiving of Mr Holder’s 
initial unsuccessful attempts to relocate 
them. Eventually the bulk of the swarm, 
including the queen, was transferred to 
a cardboard box and thence to a small 
hive. The worker bees began sending out 
chemical signals to attract any fl ying bees, 
and by 9.45 that evening they were all 
tucked up in their new home.

   

JEWRY WALL
MUSEUM
Form 3’s history trip this term took us to 
the heart of Roman Leicester at the Jewry 
Wall museum. We had the privilege of 
holding Roman artefacts including a tile 
with a Roman dog’s paw-prints on, viewed 
the famous peacock mosaic and met Garius 
the legionary, trying out his weapons and 
armour. All this right next to the site of the 
Roman baths, just outside the window.
Mrs J Rose 

TWYCROSS BEES

TWYCROSS
FLOWER
FESTIVAL

Congratulations to all the children from 
Swallows Hill who exhibited their artworks 
at St James’ Church Flower Festival. 
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HEARTS OF GOLD
In July, thirteen members of the Lower Sixth successfully completed 
the expedition section of their DofE Gold Award in the area around 
Great Whernside, Pen y Ghent and Ingleborough in West Yorkshire.
This was a demanding exercise: the weather was very wet and 
stormy at times, and the routes were more diffi cult than in previous 
years. But the two groups’ cohesion and teamwork stood them in 
very good stead.
All the group members had made good progress through the other 
sections of their Award, and for a good number the expedition 
section was the last stone in the arch: they will complete the Gold 
Award in time for it to be of maximum benefi t to them as they 
prepare to enter higher education.
Our Gold participants have always impressed us with their 
determination, maturity and consideration, but never have the 
groups attracted so many appreciative comments as they did 
this year. Each day we were approached by campers, camp site 
owners and walkers, eager to tell us about the ‘friendly’... ‘polite’... 
‘considerate’... ‘lovely people’ they had just met.
For the staff it was a privilege and a pleasure to work with these 
groups, and a splendid end to the school year. The last word goes 
to our [independent] assessor, who prepared a written report on 
each participant. 

This one was typical:  ‘XXXX played a full part in the planning and 
preparation of this very successful expedition. The group worked 
well together and supported each other, in often diffi cult weather 
conditions. XXXX was an effective leader; he was always patient 
and encouraging, keeping people motivated.’

During the spring term the Sixth Form raised £1000 by organising a sponsored head-shave and Easter 
fair to support the charity ILEAP in their work. 
They chose the charity ILEAP (Inclusive Leisure, Education, Activities Project) which offers leisure 
opportunities such as sports, games, arts and crafts, music, dance and drama to young people with 
learning disabilities. ILEAP project manager, Peter Bazeley, visited the school to talk to the Sixth 
Form about the work of the charity and was thrilled to receive the cheque. Sixth Former Will Allen 
commented, ‘We really enjoyed organising the events and thank you to everyone who supported 
us. We wanted to support the ILEAP charity as it offers opportunities to young people with learning 
disabilities in Warwickshire. A number of the Sixth Form are also hoping to continue to support the 
charity by working as volunteers on some of the activities’.       

WINNING ART
Congratulations to Joanne Copson who 
has recently had a piece of artwork 
selected to be displayed as part of an art 
exhibition for one year in the courtyard 
of the Sumo bar in Braunstone Gate, 
Leicester.

Joanne explained about the competition: 
‘It all started off with mum bringing 
home a leafl et about an art exhibition. I 
thought I’d have a go, so kept thinking 
of different designs for ‘looking through 
someone else’s life’. When we got back 
from holiday I was so happy to hear 
that my artwork had been 
chosen for the exhibition 
- I was also the youngest 
artist! One of the artists 
is called Stewart Pawley 
and is colour blind. There 
were 20 lucky artists, 
some English and some 
international. The artwork 
can be seen for one year 
and then will be auctioned 
off to raise money for the 
MS Therapy Centre in 
Leicester.’ 
Pictured here is Joanne with Deputy Mayor of the City Council, 
Abdul Osman, and also with the other participating artists. 
Congratulations!

WIRE WORKS
We welcomed wire artist Sue Clewes 
again this term.  She worked with a 
group of pupils from S1 to produce 
wire lanterns decorated with beads, 
feathers, coils and springs. 

s 

Top row: E. Chant, J. Fryer, K. Abbott, L. Bird, L. Sharpe, T. Low, J. Hughes, 
M. Raybould. Second row: H. Marven, W. Jackson, D. Elliott, W. Allen, R. Lau.

TWYCROSS HOUSE SIXTH FORM SUPPORT ILEAP

p g
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STAGES OF LIFE
In Form 5 we have 
been studying the 
‘Stages of Life’ in 
different religions. 
There is one stage 
of life that all 
hold, honour and 
celebrate, although 
in slightly different 
manners; this is 
marriage. 
We acted out this symbolic act and learned 
that guests are there to be witnesses not 
just to have fun!

The main people at a Christian wedding are 
the bride and groom, the vicar, bridesmaids 
and father of the bride. I brought in the 
dresses for the bridesmaids and they looked 
really pretty. We all enjoyed the whole 
experience, especially the party afterwards! 
Thank you, Mrs Alves and Mrs Powell.
Isabelle Chastney Form 5X 

AHEAD OF
SCHEDULE
Earlier than anticipated the work has started 
on the new biology and classroom block. 
Work on the fi rst phase will be completed 
by Christmas. Then Berryfi eld will be 
demolished and the second part of the 
building built and joined with the fi rst.   

RE TAKES OFF
‘Every colour tells a story’ by pupils 
in Form 3Y during an end of term 
Religious Education lesson. 

JOSEPH REVIEW
”All I need is an hour or two, to tell the tale of a dreamer like 
you. We all dream a lot, some are lucky, some are not, but 
if you think it, want it, dream it, then it’s real, you are what 
you feel. But all that I say can be told another way in the 
story of a boy whose dream came true…”
In our version of Joseph and the Technicolour Dreamcoat 
performed on May 26th 2011, the dazzling colourful coat 
was proudly worn by Joseph Dugas S1Y who was supported 
by a strong cast made up of pupils from Form 4, Form 5 and 
S1. Members of Form 5 directed by Mrs Wortley admirably 
provided the chorus to tell the story of Jacob and his sons.

There were more than eleven stars that 
night as the brothers shone with clarity 
and enthusiasm whilst selling Joseph to 
the angelic Ishmaelites (Chloe James, 
Fiona Simpson and Isabelle Underwood 
Form 4). Once the smoke had cleared 
from Joseph’s prison cell the Pharaoh 
King (Oliver Blackman S1X) and his 
butler (Amy van Zyl S1X) leapt onto 
the stage and entertained everyone 
with an amusing Elvis style dance whilst 
explaining his crazy dreams. 

Joseph’s youngest brother Benjamin (Maisie Ryan S1Y) was accused 
of stealing yet acted a perfect portrayal of innocence in front of all of 
his brothers. Joseph then swapped his glittering golden Pharaoh coat 
for his multicoloured cloak symbolising the rekindled honesty between 
the family. Without the aid of his walking stick energised Jacob (Euan 
Tebbutt S1X) was proud to return to a reunited family which led into 
a colourful rendition of the fi nale song “Any Dream Will Do”. If you 
don’t have a dream, how can you have a dream come true?
Well done to everyone involved for a very enjoyable performance.
Mrs Garbett 
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JUNIOR MATHS
CHALLENGE
Once again the school participated in the 
National Junior Maths Challenge.
I must congratulate all the children who 
took part. The questions are quite unlike 
any maths taught in school. It must be 
quite daunting but everyone did very 
well. We had three winners this year and 
one ‘near miss’.

The Gold award and best in school went 
to Euan Tebbutt from S1X. A Silver 
award went to Joe Morgan from S2Y 
and a Bronze award to Oliver West from 
4Y. Simon Wright from S1X just missed 
out on a Bronze award  - but is looking 
forward to trying again next year. Good 
for you, Simon!
For the fi rst time ever we had an entrant 
to the Junior Maths Olympiad. This is 
only open to those with the highest 
marks from all the entrants in the Junior 
Maths Challenge across the country. Well 
done, Euan! We were thrilled to hear 
on the last day of term that Euan had 
achieved a certifi cate of distinction and 
a book prize  - only awarded to the top 
5%. He also was awarded a Gold Medal 
as overall he achieved good scores across 
both sections of the test. 
Well done! I do hope that those who sat 
the Challenge will try again next year.
J K Angus

The Jilly Beans website is now up and 
running. Parents can order online all uniform 
and accessories which are currently available 
in the school uniform shop. Orders can then 
be collected from the shop or posted out to 
a specifi ed address. 
We are hoping that this will provide a 
more convenient service for parents who 
are unable to visit the shop during normal 
opening hours.
The shop is open at 8-9am and 3-4pm 
weekdays during term time selling uniform, 
school and sports shoes, accessories and 
stationery. For fi ttings outside shop opening 
times please contact Bridget Allen on 01827 
881396 or 07967 619645 

We also say goodbye to Mrs Jane Maugham 
who has been teaching early-morning woodwind 
lessons at the school since 1988. Unfortunately for 
us her job with Staffordshire County Council has 
become full-time. We wish her well and thank her 
for her contribution to music in the school and the 
encouragement she has given to so many pupils over 
the years.

GOODBYES
Colleagues present and past gathered one evening towards the 
end of term to bid farewell to Mrs Kay Angus, who retires this 
term. Looking back to the start of her long career here, she told 
us that someone had suggested a part-time teaching post as 
a remedy for the fatigue she felt in caring for her three small 
children! On a visit to the freezer centre which was then located 
in Twycross, she saw that a new school had opened on the 
village green and went across to investigate. Mr Kirkpatrick offered her a job as teacher 
of maths and over the years she taught the subject from Form 3 to GCSE and became 
Head of Maths. For many years she was also in charge of Swallows Hill.
Mrs Angus spoke of her fondness for the school and the many colleagues whose 
friendship and mutual support she had cherished over the years. We shall all miss her 
experience, wisdom and wry sense of humour very much and wish her a long and 
happy retirement. 

Junior Sports Presentation 2011
Junior Tennis Tournament winner - Luke Williams
Most Promising Male Athlete - Oliver Burrows
Most Promising Female Athlete - Rebecca Brayer (right)
Most Improved Swimmer - Lucy Slater
Junior Footballer of the Year - Max Lee
Junior Cricketer of the Year - Angus Osborne
Junior Most Promising Games Player - Sam Everson-Crane
Nuneaton and District Athletics Cup (Primary Schools) Form 4 & 5 boys and girls
Kirkpatrick Challenge Cup - U9 boys, captain Ewan Bryan
David Hunt Challenge Cup - U11 boys, captain Max Lee
Honour Mark Cup - Sebastian Hart 3Y (above right)
Nuneaton and District Rounders Cup (Primary Schools) - Form 4 and 5 girls
Form 5 girls won District Netball Tournament
Form 5 girls and boys came joint fi rst in District Mixed Hockey Tournament
Form 4 and 5 boys won District Cross Country Trophy
Form 4 and 5 girls came second in District Cross Country    

Photo winners (above) Junior Hike 
Photographic Competition winners - 
Theo Zuzarte, Tom Leyland, Ewan Clamp

Junior House Captains (below)
Junior House Captains 2011 / 2012 - Tom 
Leyland, Ethan Morrell, Edward Blackman, 
Jaya Deshpande, Lilith Weston, Olivia Rawlins

Swallows Hill Winners (right)
Olivia Rawlins - Form 4 Darts Tournament 
winner; Adam Dodd - Top Trumps 
tournament winner; Josh Zuzarte - Form 
3 Darts Tournament winner; Vivek Tailor - 
Form 4 and Overall Chess Champion; Jack 
Pickering - Form 3 Chess Champion

SWALLOWS WINNERS

JILLY BEANS
UNIFORM 
www.jillybeans.co.uk



The Hollies

 THE HOLLIES  |  THE GREEN  |  TWYCROSS  |  NEAR ATHERSTONE  |  WARWICKSHIRE  |  CV9 3PQ  |  T: 01827 88072514

TRIP TO 
TAMWORTH
CASTLE
The third year trip to 
Tamworth Castle was 
a huge success. The 
children thoroughly 
enjoyed the ‘role 
play’ activities 
which helped them 
understand what life 
was like living in a 
castle in the past.

Joe in class 3o could not believe how 
heavy the armour was as he tried to lift 
it. He could not imagine having to wear 
it for any length of time. Jacob in class 3y 
remembered learning about a ghost who, 
it is said, ‘haunts the staircase and one of 
the bedrooms’. He felt the cold chill as we 
walked through that area of the castle.

We ended 
our visit with 
a Castle 
Quiz and the 
hope that 
our parents 
would bring 
us back to the 
castle during 
the holidays. 

On our return to school the experience has 
led to lots of imaginative writing and many 
pieces of art work: making castle models, 
family coats of arms and impressive shields.  

THE SECOND YEARS
In the second year we have 
been fi nding out how to make 
pictures using watercolours. 
We have combined this with 
our geography topic to produce 
paintings of the seaside. We 
also made amazing sea creatures 
out of playdough  - our teachers 
don’t think they would be brave 
enough to go into the sea again 
if our creatures were real!
We have been developing our skills as scientists by carrying 
out an investigation into the best conditions to grow cress. 
We know that tests have to be fair and that we have to record our fi ndings carefully. 
We are even starting to predict what might happen in the experiment. We found out 
that cress without light went yellow and very smelly and that cress without water 
shrivelled and died. We declined an offer of cress sandwiches that day!
In art we have been looking at the work of 
Edgar Degas and Sonia Delaunay. We designed 
T-shirts using techniques employed by the artist.
Sonia Delaunay style: ‘You have to colour inside 
the lines which is hard’ (Rico Hrozny). ‘It took a 
long time but it looked fantastic at the end. 
I would like a T-shirt like this’ (Hollie Pickering). 
‘It’s more neat than the smudgy ones and it’s a 
bit more colourful’ (Ethan Tomkins).
Edgar Degas style: ‘We smudged colourful 
chalks to make a pretty design. It was very 
quick to do and looked good. It was fun!’ 
(Ethan Baugh). Look out for the designs 
at next year’s London Fashion Week!                                        
Mrs Henderson and Mrs Leake  

THE FIRST YEAR
The highlight of the summer term has been our trip to 
Twycross Zoo. We all set off with great excitement in the 
minibuses armed with our packed lunches and even managed 
not to eat them on the journey!
We had a very interesting talk from one of the staff about 
animal adaptations and saw animals from both hot and cold 
habitats. We loved stroking the tortoise and Rico the rabbit but 
we were relieved that the grumpy red-kneed tarantula was 
kept safely in her tank! The elephants were in a very playful 
mood but the funniest animals were the chimpanzees who kept 
themselves entertained by throwing mud at us over the side of 
the enclosure.
We rounded off our visit with a quick ride on the zebra 
roundabout and then an exciting train ride. As always, the 
children’s impeccable behaviour made the accompanying staff 
very proud.  Mrs Makin 

INSPIRED BY ART
In the third year we have been learning about a famous artist by the name of Vincent 
van Gogh. We have looked at the style of his painting and produced our own ‘works of 
art’ inspired by his painting of ‘Irises’ and ‘A starry, starry night’.

d

ut 
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The Hollies hall was transformed back in time to a Victorian 
childhood museum, as a small group of modern school children 
were visiting. There were four scenes: the wealthy household, the 
working children, the street children and the Victorian school room.
Each in turn came to life and gave us a wealth of knowledge 
about their life in Victorian times. How very lucky our children 
are today!

With straight backs and heads held high we produced some 
incredible singing which as always made us all at the Hollies 
very proud.
The music award was presented to Tanatswa Kubara and the art 
award to Holly Limer. Well done to all the 4th years.
Mrs Mead 

4TH YEAR CONCERT

WILLOW ART
Once again we welcomed Tom Hare, 
willow artist, to the Hollies in the last 
day of term. The fourth year children 
enjoyed their work outside learning 
about how willow is grown and 
cultivated for Tom to use. The children 
then created their own dragonfl ies and 
butterfl ies before working on group 
pieces for display in the Hollies garden.   

VLAD BUCK
During the fi rst half of the summer term at the Hollies we were fortunate to welcome Vlad Buck as a 
temporary assistant. An ex-pupil at Twycross House School, Vlad is currently in his second year at the 
University of Derby and is considering teaching as a career option.
He was a real hit with all age ranges from the fi rst to the fourth year. Vlad approached all tasks 
throughout his work experience with real enthusiasm and good humour and left us with his desire to 
enter the teaching profession still intact! We all wish him the very best of luck in his future studies.
Mrs Makin  

BOSWORTH
FESTIVAL
The title for this year’s competition 
was ‘Energetic Earth’. The whole 
school produced some fantastic 
models of volcanoes, ice-caps, 
earthquakes, waterfalls, the jungle, 
rainforests, animals and our 
planet. Well done, everyone!
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AIR AMBULANCE
Thank you for all your generous contributions to the Air Ambulance in memory of Mary-Anne Bostock. The donations from 

sports teas, sales of cakes, staff, Swallows Hill games day, Duke of Edinburgh and the ski DVD have totalled £2185. 

The 4th years have again enjoyed learning about life during Victorian times. 
It is a very interesting period in history and the children have responded 
well to it. They have studied the life of the rich and poor, and have 
thoroughly enjoyed watching historical videos and linking the topic with 
their artwork.
The Victorian topic was really brought to life by our visit to Shugborough 
Hall in May. It was an enjoyable and very informative trip. We spent time 
in a Victorian classroom, with a very strict teacher, who really gave us 
an insight into how school has changed. We also spent time as the new 
servants under the watchful eye of Mrs Stern, the cook. We did chores, 
made biscuits and learned about the day to day running of the kitchen in 
such a big house.
Our trip was then rounded off with a visit to the laundry and a look at the 
horse-drawn carriages in the Lichfi eld collection. The children and staff had a 
wonderful day which really helped us understand more about Victorian times. 

a 
s. 

SHUGBOROUGH HALL AND THE VICTORIANS

MARY-ANNE BOSTOCK
Mary-Anne Bostock was fi rst known to us at The Hollies when her eldest son Adam 
came to the Hollies in 1993. She joined the teaching staff in 1999 when she taught 
children in the younger years. Her enthusiasm for the children and her job knew no 
bounds; she was always one of the fi rst to volunteer for any tasks discussed, from 
sorting out jumbled paper cupboards to accompanying skiing trips and Duke of 
Edinburgh camping trips. Not a natural camper she was teased by those who knew 
her that walking boots did not have kitten heels, were rarely in shades of pink and 
never had sparkly bits. This was typical of her enthusiastic attitude to life; even out of 
her comfort zone she was keen to offer her help and always added to any group with 
her positive attitude, sense of humour and reliable nature.
Mary-Anne became deputy head taking her role very seriously with the dedication 
and depth that was her hallmark. She gave intense thought and time to making the 
school a place of excellence. She loved her job, worked hard and expected high 
standards from both the pupils and her colleagues. She was quick to praise and 
encouraged both pupils and staff; she was hugely respected by all. She recognised 
that every child should celebrate their own achievements. Mary-Anne could be relied 
upon to do the right thing and always have the children’s best interests at heart.  
She was a safe pair of hands in any situation. Mary-Anne took delight in and enjoyed 
teaching the reception age and she was frequently teased, as it was owing to her love of all things colourful and glittery 
that she understood the minds of her charges so well. She taught alongside Mrs Makin, a friend and colleague from her previous school. 
Laughter and music were often heard during the day and sure enough the children would emerge clutching some wondrous works of 
art, masks, sunglasses, crowns - we were never quite sure who had enjoyed these lessons more, staff or pupils.
Mary-Anne’s untimely death has left her family at school totally bereft. Her funeral on what was to have been the last day of term was 
attended by every person currently working at The Hollies and many who had left. Her loss to us as a school and to us as friends is 
enormous. The school was a better place for her presence, but without her we shall do what we know she would want: put the children 
fi rst and carry on.   
Mrs R T Assinder

of all tthhings cololourful anndd glittery 


