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YOUNG DRIVER DAY AT MALLORY PARK
The annual Senior 5 Young Driver Day at Mallory Park proved as popular as ever as an enjoyable break 
from the inevitable revision leading up to GCSE exams.

Leicestershire County Council run the one day course offering practical 
driving experience and theory workshops for young people under the 
age of seventeen. With the advanced driving instructors each young 
driver tried manoeuvres around the car park before taking to the 
racetrack – at some speed! Inside the theory workshops covered road 
safety, the highway code and the related dangers of speed. Reactions 
were tested on the light machine both with and without ‘beer’ goggles 
highlighting the effects of excess alcohol and impaired speed of reactions.  
The overall aim of the day is to make young people aware of the dangers 
before they start to drive. The chilling message was brought home by the 
Fire Service who presented some very graphic images as a consequence of 
careless driving.   

The day was enjoyed by all – Senior 5 and their fi rst experience of 
driving, the instructors working with all the young drivers and the Road 
Safety team from Leicestershire County Council.   

GLADIATORS
AND CHARIOTS

As part of a project in their Senior 1 Latin 
lessons with Miss Watson, pupils made 
gladiator and chariot models.   

LOWER SIXTH – AND THE SEARCH
FOR GOLD

The start of the Duke of Edinburgh Gold practice expedition saw hot and sunny conditions 
– compared to the snow and rain of last year!  

MUSIC QUIZ
In aid of LOROS, the Leicestershire hospice for cancer sufferers, Form 4X held a music quiz on March 23rd.  In their lunchtimes, the class 
designed posters, sold entry forms and even made some of the prizes.  Scott Williamson put together a selection of nine popular tracks 
on his iPod and quiz competitors had to correctly identify the song titles and musicians. The outright winner was Tim Henderson in Form 
3X, who amazingly scored 18/18.  Representing the Swallows Hill staff, Mrs Holland came fourth with a very good score of 10/18. 
However, most importantly, the total raised by all came to £42.50.  Mrs U Eyre



 Twycross Times

 TWYCROSS HOUSE SCHOOL  |  THE GREEN  |  TWYCROSS  |  NEAR ATHERSTONE  |  WARWICKSHIRE  |  CV9 3PL  |  T: 01827 880651 7

LOWER SIXTH GEOGRAPHY 
GROUP VISIT THE SEASIDE!
The weekend of March 25th – 27th saw a bunch of intrepid geographers 
set forth for their annual visit to the North Norfolk coast. Setting off in 
brilliant sunshine, the sight of the sea at Cromer was welcome after the 
long journey.  After a short break for a walk along the beach and pier 
(and a fi sh and chip lunch) we reached the Study Centre, settled in and 
then set out to walk up the Cromer Ridge – proof that there is at least 
one hill in Norfolk!

Saturday dawned – disappointingly, if not surprisingly, wet (after the warmest March weather in years). Undaunted, we set off for the 
beach and spent happy hours measuring pebbles and beach gradients, and considering the qualities of sea defences along the coast.  
Back at the centre data were logged, graphs produced and analysed. A busy day culminated in a team version of the famous board 
game ‘Where is Moldova?’ – hotly contested for the prized sticks of Cromer Rock.

Archery and climbing on Sunday ensured that all were suitably tired by the time the group arrived back at 
school – a successful weekend for all.

Mrs D Bray

LATIN PLAYS
As part of her Latin lessons Mrs Lomas asked Form 5 to write, produce and act out some 
famous Greek plays.  Form 5 thoroughly enjoyed entertaining their classmates in retelling 
these stories and here are some comments from the actors and critics….           

‘On the day of the Latin plays, 29th March, the overall turnout was amazing. There were 
detailed costumes, well rehearsed lines and above all, great acting. My actor of the year 
would go to Calum Baugh for his amazing Minotaur. The playwright of the year would go 
to Violette Pretorius for her fantastic ‘Orpheus and Eurydice’. The most entertaining play 
was ‘Hades and Persephone’.’

‘’Orpheus and Eurydice’ was a fantastic play. It had everything inside it: humour, sadness 
and all other feelings that you fi t in a play’.

‘In ‘Theseus and the Minotaur’ I think it was extraordinarily funny when Calum roared from 
under the stage and came out to the audience. I also enjoyed the fact that when Luke had 
to jump off the stage as Aegeus, the narrator said he jumped head fi rst but Luke jumped 
feet fi rst!’

‘In ‘Hades and Persephone’ I thought it was hilarious to see Oliver in a dress and with 
pigtails on his head because he was playing Persephone’.

‘Angus Osborne and Joanne Copson starred as Orpheus and Eurydice. Angus the comedian 
captured the youth’s humour in his part and Joanne acted with the perfect essence of her role’.

‘A round of applause to all the Form 5 actors who created an amazing performance’.

SLEEPING
BEAUTY
On Friday 21st January Forms 3 and 4 
went to see ‘Sleeping Beauty’.

When I got to school I was really 
excited! On the way it was boring but 
I was glad when we got there. When I 
got in I sat down next to Genevieve but 
then we had to move and then Mrs Bray 
told us to move again.  And then we 
were allowed to stay there.

When it fi nally started I was amazed 
how fast the man could play the piano. 
(I wish I could play that fast!)  My 
favourite character was Cuddles and 
one of my favourite parts was when 
Cuddles came out and hugged people!  
Unfortunately he didn’t come out and 
hug me. The fi rst half was really good 
and when it was the interval I had some 
Minstrels instead of an ice cream and 
also I had some water. The second half 
was really good too!

On the way back to school I went to 
sleep but only for about half the way.  
When I woke up I turned around and 
Jessica was still asleep.  When we got 
there I had to wake Jessica up because 
she had slept for the whole journey.  
When I went home I was so tired I could 
hardly walk and when I went to bed I 
fell fast asleep!

Isobel Morgan, Form 3X  
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EUROPEAN VISITORS
We were pleased to welcome four visitors this term, two from 
France and two from Germany.  

Amandine LeMoan has been working in the French department 
supporting lessons and offering extra curricular activities to the 
students. It has been particularly advantageous for the sixth form 
in the lead up to their speaking exams to have  a native speaker on 
hand! Amandine came to us from the picturesque coastal town of 
Duarnenez in Brittany as part of her gap year experience between 
University and a higher degree.

Pola Metze returned to Twycross House after Christmas to give 
further help with German at all levels and to extend her work 
experience by helping at the Hollies. She will take up a place at 
Cardiff next autumn to read Sports Management.  

We thank them both for giving invaluable support to the language 
department and to the classes and individuals they have taught 
and for the cheerful and positive contribution they have made to 
school life. We wish them both all the best in their future studies 
and hope they will visit us again.

Mady Welter enjoyed last year’s German exchange so much that 
she joined our S5 class for four weeks.  She settled into the routine 
remarkably quickly and as well as attending S5 lessons she helped 
younger children with their German and French. We were all 
impressed with her poise and friendliness.

Finally Mme Lucie Pitiot, a deputy headteacher from near 
Grenoble, spent three days here on a Comenius grant studying 
the English educational system.  She observed lessons and chatted 
to staff, pupils and parents.  She wrote afterwards: ‘ …What 
impressed me was that everybody I met seemed to be so happy 
to come here… It was good to see children so engaged with their 
lessons and so well looked after by their teachers…’

HOODWINKED!
The eagerly-awaited Form 3 play was 
performed at the end of term with a 
cast of 47 characters under the direction 
of Mrs Kirkpatrick, Miss Molyneux 
and Mrs Wortley.  As the title suggests 
‘Hoodwinked’ was set in Nottingham 
and Sherwood Forest and played out the 
traditional confl ict between the oppressive 
Sheriff and the people’s champion, Robin 
of Loxley.  In the end the elegant ladies 
in Maid Marian’s entourage, the greedy 
friars, the citizens, guards and peasants all 
united against the Sheriff and rejoiced in 
the union of Robin and Marian - but not 
until a great many one-liners had been 
expertly delivered.

This was a musical production with 
enthusiastic singing and dancing from 
all members of the cast, as well as some 
clearly voiced verse narration.  With 
lighting and sound support from older 
pupils, the Form 3s gave the audience a 
very entertaining and enjoyable evening.  
Well done!   
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BASKETBALL REPORT
The Spring term saw the commencement of the U15 boys English Schools’ Cup pool. It 
started with a well deserved victory at Archbishop Grimshaw 67-55 against an England 
player who scored 50 of the opposition’s 55. In the fourth quarter Twycross stepped up 
the defence and pulled away to win. This gave the team confi dence, and a home victory 
against Our Lady and St. Chad 114-48 was as convincing as the score suggests. A trip 
to Stafford was next at a confi dent Sir Graham Balfour School. The Twycross defensive 
pressure and composed attack with the twin towers of Tom Dwyer and Joe Swift 
dominating led to a 56-27 victory.  Finally a trip to Pool Hayes ended in another victory, 
47-38, in a tight game where Twycross came out on top after playing really well under 
pressure. A clean sweep in the pool led to a home tie in the last 64 in the nation against 
Brookfi eld from Chesterfi eld. Without Joe Swift the team pulled together to win 46-40 to 
advance to the last 32 and a trip to St. Albans to play Sandringham. In what was their best 
display of the season the team came up against an excellent team and odd refereeing and 
were eventually defeated 64-45. They fi nished the season with an easy victory in a friendly 
over St. George’s 74-53. This has been a great season for the U15 boys with all players 
improving and showing great promise for another run next season in the English Schools’ 
Cup.

The U14s warmed up for their English Cup tournament with a smashing victory over St. 
George’s 72-20, a composed win at home to Mount Grace 42-21, and an easy defeat of 
King Henry VIII 32-8.  In the regional tournament an early defeat to eventual champions 
Arden 25-20 put pay to progressing. Twycross were the only team to give them a game; 
this creditable defensive performance showed our improvement and an easy victory 
followed over Westwood School in Coventry 35-18. The season closed with a deserved 
friendly win over Hastings 41-35 where the team showed their fi tness and speed over the 
Leicestershire Champions.

The U13 team easily defeated King Henry VIII in a friendly 23-3. This was their only match, 
having played more before Christmas.

The U12 team began their basketball careers with a tough loss to Mount Grace 41-12. This 
was a wake-up call for the team and showed them what was needed to win matches. An 
improved performance against Mount Grace B led to their fi rst victory 22-17. Playing like 
they did in this match shows they have the potential.

Another team playing their fi rst ever matches were the U12 girls’ team. Only having started 
playing just before Christmas, they have taken to the game really well and a nervous 
but deserved victory at Hastings 22-18 thrilled them and made them more determined 
to improve. In the home rematch, Hastings were smashed 42-21 and this shows the 
improvement made in only 2 months. Big things are expected in the future from this team!

The U19 girls fi nished their English Schools’ Cup pool games with a defeat to Bilborough 
College 50-17 in what was their best performance of the season. Unfortunately they 
followed this up with their worst display against Oakham and lost 34-18. It has been a 
tough season for the girls but the other 4 teams in their English Schools’ pool all made it to 
the fi nal 8 in the country. 

The U19 boys only had one fi xture because of other teams pulling out of matches but 
prevailed 64-28 over King Henry VIII. Three of the team now play men’s local league for 
the Bosworth Blazers which will only add to their experience and help for their fi nal season 
with Twycross next year.

Overall it has been a very pleasing season for all teams with the U15 boys reaching the last 
32 in the country and the U12 girls showing massive promise. The future looks bright and I 
am hopeful for next season.

Mr D Morrell

UNDER 11 MIXED BASKETBALL
A Twycross U11 mixed basketball team was thrown together when a tournament was 
organised by Willesley Primary in Ashby. After some lunchtime practices the team 
travelled to Ashby School and played three mini-matches, winning two and drawing 
one. In an odd format, all the teams then shot free throws to add to their team’s 
score, in which Twycross were pegged back and forced to a sudden death shoot-
out. Sam Everson-Crane held his nerve to score and keep the match going and then 
George Hadley calmly scored with the pressure of 100 spectators watching to win the 
tournament by one point. This was a brilliant victory with their fi rst taste of competitive 
basketball which hopefully will continue for many years. Freya Milne, Tom Bryan and 
Ethan Morrell were outstanding in the matches with great attacking skills while Alex 
Vero, Toby Whitehall, Tom Leyland, Josie Lynch and Jemima Cockroft showed great 
defensive qualities and passing.

Mr D Morrell

HOCKEY
Eve Jarman, Maisie Ryan, Mara Ollerton, 
Kate Henderson, Victoria Vening-Richards, 
Emily Negus and Charlotte Heggs 
represented Twycross in the U12 invitation 
7-a-side hockey tournament at Bablake.  
The fi rst round posed some potentially 
challenging games but the girls quickly 
gelled as a team and had an excellent 
opening game resulting in a 0-0 draw with 
Princethorpe with some competent goal-
keeping from Charlotte Heggs. A diffi cult 
defending game against Bablake resulted in 
a 2-1 loss (Kate Henderson scored the goal) 
and the fi nal game in the opening round 
unfortunately ended 2-0 to Kenilworth.  
In the second round we played Kingsley 
Girls’ School with excellent attacking from 
both sides, some fi ne defending from 
Maisie, Emily and Eve and inspired saves 
from Charlotte.  The girls won 2-0 with 
goals from Kate and Mara.  In the play-off 
against Princethorpe an early goal and more 
excellent defending seemed promising, but 
an injury to Emily saw the team go down 
2-1 to take 6th place overall.  Well done, 
girls!

The U13 girls played Polesworth in the 
fi nal of the Nuneaton Schools’ Hockey 
Tournament.  Once the team settled into 
a full pitch, some quality hockey and set 
pieces started to develop.  A fi rst-half goal 
put us into the lead until a free hit taken 
quickly by Polesworth caught out our 
defence and keeper, leaving the score 
1-1 with both schools sharing the title 
and trophy. 

Nuneaton Primary Schools’ U11 Area 
Mixed Hockey Tournament was held 
over two consecutive weeks with teams 
playing in a round-robin format. Twycross 
A competed on 23rd March against 
Wembrook A and B and Milverton A and 
B teams. With some excellent hockey from 
all players the A team won their group and 
reached the fi nals.  Twycross B competed 
on 30th March and had some challenging 
games leaving teams tied at the end of the 
round-robin.  Results were awarded on 
penalty corners given, which resulted in 
Twycross B also going through to the fi nals. 

Mrs H Williams
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SENIOR NETBALL
This term we have played 14 out of 17 
fi xtures (with only 3 games cancelled due 
to rain) winning 7, losing 5 and gaining 2 
semi-fi nal places in the area under-12 and 
under-14 tournaments.

The under-12s had 5 fi xtures, winning 
impressively against Lichfi eld Cathedral 
School, 21 – 0 and Market Bosworth 
School, 8 – 4, losing only to Higham Lane 
(who had the tallest goal shooter we have 

ever seen) both in a friendly and in the 
semi-fi nals of their area tournament. 
Well done to all the squad who have 
regularly attended practices and 
supported their team!

The under-13s have won 2 and lost 2 (1 
game cancelled) and have shown increasing 
levels of skill throughout the year in both 
attack and defence. Although we conceded 
earlier in the term against Dixie, our level 
of good team positioning and passing has 
defi nitely shone through and resulted in a 
13 – 10 victory against Market Bosworth 

in a very tense and testing match! The 
under-13s have shown excellent teamwork 
and determination to succeed even against 
Higham Lane! Well done to all the squad!

The under-14s have had 5 matches, 
winning 3. After a slow start at Leicester, we 
had an impressive win at Rawlett, 17 – 0, 
followed by 2 more at Market Bosworth 
and at home against Lichfi eld Cathedral 
School. I hope these good results will 
continue next year with improved team 
attendance at practices!  R. Sharrott

FOOTBALL REPORT
The second half of the football season witnessed a number of 
highs with the U9s retaining the Kirkpatrick Challenge Cup,the 
U11s continuing their good form from last term and the U15s 
securing a last gasp win in extra time away at Nuneaton Academy 
in the District Cup but also saw some inconsistent and indiffferent 
performances that led to disappointing results from other teams.
The ability to fi eld the same side each match and key players 
readily available and injury free  has certainly helped the U11s to 
perform consistently well whilst other teams most notably the U15s 
and U18s have struggled in this respect.

The U18 season fi zzled out with three matches called off, a 
contentious and unsatisfactory draw against local rivals Dixie 
Grammar and a heavy defeat to Royal Wolverhampton in a 
match in which Twycross played all the football but could not 
fi nd the back of the net.The U16s on the other hand won their 
two remaining fi xtures against Princethorpe and Rawlett U15s, 
A.Parkes and J.Ayres getting on the scoresheet in both matches.

The U15s have played some decent football this season but have 
missed some of their best players through injury throughout the 
season.They won two matches this term with their full strength 
side but lost both matches without their full complement of top 
players and most disappointingly went out of the District Cup at 
the semi fi nal stage with key players including their number one 
goalkeeper and central defender absent.One of Twycross’ best 
sides on paper the U14s also lacked a consistent line up and it 
showed in their level of performance despite some stunning saves 
from the ever improving C.Lington in goal and the efforts of the 
two District players, S.Allen and D.Cartwright.Their season ended 
with a win, a draw (albeit with a B team) and a defeat.

C.Mason had been an important element in some superb 
performances by the U13s in the fi rst half of the season and his 
absence due to injury friom the side towards the end of the season 
coincided with a slump in form as, despite the best efforts of their 
inspirational captain R.Oliver, the team lost the last three games 
of the season in disappointingly lack lustre fashion following 
their earlier 5-1 and 5-0 victories over Royal Wolverhampton 
and Stoneygate.The District League once again provided a stern 
test for an improving U12 team which had lost two of its best 
players in the transfer market over the summer and despite a 4-1 
win over Princethorpe in a warm up match the team went on to 

lose all fi ve league 
matches.However, 
two of the defeats 
against Kingsbury and 
Polesworth were highly 
debatable and only 
by one goal and they 
performed far better 
against the top two 
teams in the league than the other struggling teams.G.Rutter put in 
some outstanding performances and the central defensive pairing 
of G.Hall and C.Vero continues to improve.

The U11s have enjoyed a great season with a number of players 
including A.Osbourne, M.Lee, L.Williams and A.Miles performing 
to a consistently high standard.They won six and lost two in the 
second half of the season with the two defeats by the odd goal 
both coming in the District league against a St. Joseph’s side they 
should have beaten and a strong Milby side that caught them on 
the break.The B team improved throughout the season with many 
players eager to be involved and scored a notable victory against 
St. Nicholas Primary with a last gasp hat-trick from T.Leyland.

Despite victories over Dixie Grammar and Milverton, a 5 a side 
draw with a talented Stoneygate team and a narrow defeat to 
Bablake the U10 team never really fulfi lled its potential this season 
due to a lack of team spirit with players all too ready to blame each 
other when things went wrong and to fail to pass at the right time.
However, with players such as E.Morrell and R.Austin Bailey in 
their ranks, they no doubt will be a force to be reckoned with next 
season after a summer spent maturing.The highlight of the U9s 
season came with a series of terrifi c performances in the Kirkpatrick 
Challenge Cup that saw them beat every other team in the round 
robin competition except for the Twycross B team and not concede 
a goal on their way to lifting  the trophy.Captain E.Bryan was 
outstanding in midfi eld and as the results indicate J.Blunt and 
A.Ottewell were imperious in defence.The opposition in three of 
their other four matches however just got the better of them as 
they lost to Milverton, Bablake and Grace Dieu by the odd goal 
following an exciting 2-2 draw with Stoneygate.

If the older boys can match the commitment, fi tness levels and 
the ability to avoid injury of the younger players then next season 
should be one of the best with competitive teams at every age 
group capable of playing an excellent passing game.  C Perry

HOUSE CROSS COUNTRY
The house cross country started on the 14th February this year 
with the juniors racing off enthusiastically around a drier course 
than in many years. Times had been improving every week on 
the course with everybody trying hard to improve their fi tness. 
In the juniors Emily Negus won, with Rebecca Brayer second and 
Hannah Brayer third. In the boys’ event Ethan Morrell won, with 
Tim Henderson second and Richard Austin-Bailey third. 

The inter race two days later, measured over a slightly longer 
course, again produced some record times with Kate Henderson 
fi nishing fi rst, Amy van Zyl second and Maisie Ryan third. In the 
boys’ race Euan Tebbutt was fi rst and George Rutter second.

Finally the seniors had a very 
competitive race when some S5 and 6th 
form decided to take up the challenge 
for their respective houses. Well done to 
Alice Gilman who came fi rst, Pip Thirlby 
second and Amy Samson (U6) for 
securing a very fi t time and 6th place. 
In the boys’ race Stephen Parkes from 
U6 was fi rst, with Jack Hall second and 
Sebastian Considine third.   

Overall Drake secured 1st place with 14 
points, Scott second with 12 and Hillary 
3rd with 10 points.  Mrs R Sharrott
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FLUX ULTIMATE 
The Ultimate team at Twycross House 
has had a very busy and successful term, 
training and competing in tournaments 
across the Midlands.

The team is still undefeated outdoors, 
having had 2 more good wins in the 
Leicester League against Loughborough 
University and Leicester ‘Red’. The team 
also attended both the Under-17 and 
Under-20 Indoor Junior Nationals. Flux 
took 3 teams to the U17 Nationals, which 
included a number of new players for whom 
this was their fi rst tournament. All teams 

played well, with the 1st team fi nishing 3rd 
after some exciting and close games over 
the course of the weekend, including a nail 
biting sudden death win in the ¼ fi nal.

The following month, Flux sent 4 teams to 
the U20 Nationals and were the only school 
able to fi eld 2 all-girl teams which was a 
great achievement. The girls played well 

and improved together over the course of 
the weekend, winning some good games. 
The 2nd team also performed well, fi nishing 
11th and being the highest placed 2nd 
team at the tournament. The 1st team 
fought through some close games to make 
it to the fi nal where they beat the 3 times 
National Champions and last year’s winners 
to become the new 2011 Indoor National 
Champions.

Flux have sent over 20 students to recent 
GB trials and will hopefully have a strong 
contingent representing Great Britain in the 
European Championships in Poland this 
summer.  Mr Beavan and Miss Watson

JUNIOR NETBALL REPORT

JUNIOR CROSS COUNTRY REPORT

The New Year saw a very busy netball term 
for both the U11 and U10 competing in 
both league and tournament games. The 
U10 gained two third places in both the 
Nuneaton area league and tournament. 
In the league they played seven, winning 
four and losing three. Two teams played in 
the tournament meaning every girl in Form 
4 was able to compete. The B team lost 
all their games but improved their results 
throughout the competition. The A team 
won two and lost one of their games which 
put them into the semi-fi nal. Unfortunately 
they lost 5:0 to Milverton who then went 
on to win the tournament.  All the girls 
made good progress throughout and 
have a secure base to work on for next 
season. They must all be congratulated 
on their regular attendance at all practices 
throughout the season.  

The U11 also fi nished overall third in their 

league, winning fi ve and 
losing two games. They 
scored forty goals and 
only conceded seventeen. 
In their tournament again 
two teams were entered. 
The B team drew one 
game and lost two, whilst 
the A team won two and lost to St Joseph’s 
in the preliminary rounds, meaning that 
they qualifi ed for the semi-fi nal. Winning 
the semi-fi nal 4:0 against St Nicolas they 
then had to face St Joseph’s again in the 
fi nal. This team consisted of three girls and 
two powerful boys. The Twycross team 
entered the fi nal and played some of their 
best ever netball of the year. They fought 
and battled throughout and managed 
to secure a 3:1 victory making them the 
U11 Nuneaton champions. Well done to 
Freya, Charlotte, Heather, Josie, Anna and 

Phoebe for their tremendous performances 
in the fi nal. They were all delighted with 
their success.

The U10 have only played one game away 
at Stoneygate in Leicester. They played 
two very strong sides and both the A and 
B teams were defeated. The girls all played 
very well and made excellent progress 
throughout the afternoon, the highlight 
being the afternoon picnic on the school 
lawn in the bright sunshine!

Mrs J Thomas

Twycross triumphed once again at junior Cross 
Country. The third and fi nal Nuneaton heats 
took place in March at Queen Elizabeth School in 
Atherstone. Emily Negus made it a hat trick of fi rsts 
and Rebecca Brayer a hat trick of seconds. Hannah 
Brayer was a last minute substitute and came home 
in ninth position, as did Ethan Morrell. The Twycross 
girls’ team gained a fi rst, second and third position 
amassing 101 in total and were narrowly beaten into 
second place by Michael Drayton who only had 96 
points. The boys’ team gained two fi rst places and a 
fourth but were fi rst overall. 

Eight Twycross children qualifi ed to represent 
Nuneaton against North Warwickshire and 
Bedworth. On the night of the race Emily was not 
able to compete but Rebecca made it home at 
number three, with her younger sister in thirteenth 
position. These three girls were then selected to 

represent Nuneaton, Bedworth and North 
Warwickshire against the other three 
Warwickshire areas. 

The fi nal event of the season was held on 
familiar territory to the girls at Twycross. 
Many thanks to Mr Hughes for allowing 
his fi elds to be used, to Mr Edwards for 
marking the course and to Anthony Parkes 
for running as the hare in both races. 

For the second consecutive year Emily 
Negus became Warwickshire U11 County 
Champion, with Rebecca in fi fth position. 
Congratulations must go to Emily for 
her junior Cross Country successes over 
the last three years. Well done and let’s 
hope this is only the start of even greater 
achievements!  Mrs J Thomas

NUNEATON PRIMARY SCHOOLS’ SWIMMING GALA
The NPSSA Swimming Gala took place on the afternoon of 4 April 
at The Pingles in Nuneaton. Twycross entered 15 enthusiastic 
swimmers from Forms 4 and 5 to compete in individual freestyle, 
breaststroke, back-crawl and two relays – medley 
and freestyle. 

The girls got off to a great start with Rebecca Brayer and Freya 
Milne both winning their 25 metre freestyle and back-crawl events, 
followed by Luke Williams and Billy Roberts both coming second 

in their freestyle and back-crawl races. We started and fi nished the 
gala with medley and freestyle relays, the latter producing some 
very exciting swimming to give Twycross a fi rst place again for the 
girls and a very contentious second for the boys! 

Overall the girls were placed second and the boys third, but 
Twycross swimmers gained a well deserved second place at the gala 
when all the results had been counted. Well done to all swimmers!
Mrs R Sharrott
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Easter Egg HuntEaster Egg Hunt

PUSH AND PULL IN THE PARK
The second year children have had another exciting term. In science they have 
been fi nding out about pushes and pulls. We went to the park to investigate 
how we use pushes and pulls to make things move. The weather was perfect 
and so were the children!

‘Mrs Colin did a roly poly on the rings.’ 
(Madeleine Richardson)

‘I pushed my legs forwards and backwards to go quicker. I went so fast 
and so high on the swing.’ 
(Torin Stilgoe)

‘I went on the monkey bars and swung very high. 
It was funny.’  (Evie Gibbs)

‘I was excited going to Twycross Park.’  
(Samuel Nugent)

Mrs Leake and Mrs Henderson

THIRD YEAR CELEBRATION
In the Third Year as part of our topic on Celebrations, we learned about Passover – a Jewish 
festival which celebrates the Jews’ escape from slavery in Egypt.

Zoe Souter brought in a Haggadah – a special book which tells the story of Passover.

We tasted Matzah, horseradish and celery, which are all eaten during the Seder – a special 
meal eaten during Passover.     
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SPRING TERM IN THE FIRST YEAR 
It has been another fun-packed term in the First Year. We all enjoyed investigating water 
and loved making ice hands! Both classes made the most of some rare spring sunshine in 
the garden, investigating living and non-living things.

We had fun practising our cookery skills by making biscuits and cakes. Shrove Tuesday 
found us mixing pancakes and things we could give up for Lent.

The visit from the Fire Liaison Offi cer made us think carefully about keeping ourselves 
safe. However, the highlight of the term has been practising and performing our musical 
extravaganza ‘The Three Little Pigs’ with Mrs Mead. Watch out, there’s a wolf about!

Mrs Bostock & Mrs Makin    

The Three Little Pigs
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CHANGING MATERIALS
Science became a whole lot of fun in the Third Year when 
we escaped to the kitchen to look at Changing Materials. 
Finding out about reversible and irreversible changes proved 
to be the favourite, as we toasted omelettes, fried eggs, 
toast, popcorn and chocolate crunchie cakes. 

Andrew declared, ‘It was just brilliant.’  

FRENCH FACTS
The 4th year children enjoying their French 
lessons using the ‘Passport’ programme. 

MEXICAN FEAST
At the end of our topic on Contrasting 
Localities, we enjoyed a Mexican feast of 
tortillas fi lled with guacamole, salsa and 
lettuce, followed by a dessert, made by 
ourselves, of orange jelly moons. We made 
Ojos de Dios and clay thumb pots and coil 
pots. We decorated these in a Mexican 
style. Michael brought in a piñata. This is 
fi lled with sweets for birthday parties in 
Mexico.  

SECOND YEAR ARCHITECTS
We found some budding architects and builders in our geography topic! The children 
made a model of their homes and a new village was born – Little Twycross. The village 
was located on the lawn and the 
children decided on the position 
of their house and chose their 
neighbours. The sun shone and 
we enjoyed an afternoon showing 
visitors around and talking about the 
different properties. The following 
week parents were invited to a 
viewing and the children enjoyed 
promoting the advantages of this 
desirable development!

Mrs Leake and Mrs Henderson      
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SPRING TERM 
IN THE 4TH YEAR
We have had a very busy spring term in 
the 4th Year!

We have thought about lots of the spring 
time celebrations – Chinese New Year, 
Mother’s Day, April Fool’s Day and Easter.

In science we have learned about 
magnets and springs and rocks and soils. 
As the weather has improved, we have 
enjoyed investigating soils in the natural 
environment of the beautiful gardens 
here at the Hollies. (We only dug in the 
gardens once we’d asked permission from 
Mr and Mrs Assinder!)

One of the highlights has been the 
pursuit of our pen licence! Mrs Assinder, 
Mrs Winfi eld and Mrs Downes have 
been helping us to achieve a really good 
standard of neat handwriting. We have 
been rewarded with our very own pen 
licence – of which we are very proud! We 
really must be growing up!

If you are unsure of where to go on 
holiday this year, you could always pop in 
and browse through the holiday brochures 
we have made – very exotic! These have 
been the culmination of our topic on 
‘weather around the world’.

We look forward to another busy and fun-
packed term – our last at the Hollies, but 
until then we will really enjoy eating the 
delicious Easter nest cakes we’ve made 
with Mrs Morrell in cookery. Yum!

Mrs Assinder, Mrs Winfi eld 
and Mrs Downes 

DANCING FEET
Having danced for the pupils and staff 
at the Hollies on St. Patrick’s Day, Keeva 
Morrell went on to compete at the Scanlan 
Irish Dancing Feis (competition) on 26th 
March. Competing against thirty other 
children in her category Keeva achieved a 
5th and 3rd place in her individual dances 
and gained a 3rd place trophy overall. 
Anyone interested in Irish dancing lessons 
please contact Mrs. Morrell at the Hollies.  
Mrs M Morrell

A DRAGON
IN THE
CLASSROOM
The poem ‘A Dragon in the 
Classroom’ was the inspiration for 
many varied activities in the Third 
Year. We painted and pasted and 
used our writing skills to create 
poems and stories. Abbie went one 
step further and asked her mum to 
make a dragon cake, which we all 
thoroughly enjoyed.  

STOP! DROP AND ROLL!
The visit from the Leicestershire Fire Service told us about 
fi re safety.   
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Taking 38 lively teenagers on a 1500-mile round-trip to a ski resort 
in Italy is a major challenge and so Mrs Caroline Paul’s decision 
to organise this year’s excursion through a travel company was 
a wise one, particularly as the school had not visited Sauze 
d’Oulx before.  The travel company organised much of the 
detail including the coach trip, and Mrs Paul made a fl ying visit 
beforehand to confi rm the arrangements.  The company also 
provided a tour guide who knew the resort well and was fl uent in 
Italian, and this turned out to be a real boon when co-ordinating 
activities and solving problems.

Accommodation was in a 
delightful hotel in the hamlet 
of Jouvenceaux on the edge 
of Sauze d’Oulx, conveniently 
positioned next to the ski-
hire shop.  The hotel could 
accommodate the whole 
party at once, which eased 
the administrative load, and it 
provided breakfast and dinner 
every day.  There was also 

plenty of space in the hotel for the 
pupils to gather, chat or play cards in 
their free time.  The hotel was a fi ve-
minute walk from the main chairlift, 
which gave access to about 100 
kilometres of pistes.  On the slopes 
we could not have asked for better 
conditions, with excellent snow and 
blazing sunshine throughout.  The 
pistes were generally categorised 
as blues and reds, with a couple of 

reasonable blacks to test the better skiers; they were all very wide 
and immaculately tended, meaning that even the most diffi cult 
slopes could be negotiated safely.

The instructors were all local experts, one of them being the 
owner of our hotel, and they organised the pupils into four groups 
according to ability.  There were fi ve hours of tuition each day, 
and the pupils could ‘free ski’ on some of the easier slopes when 
not under instruction.  The standard of tuition throughout was 
superb and the instructors worked their charges hard.  Each day’s 
work was gauged according to the skill and progress of the pupils, 
and within a couple of days everyone was skiing well enough to 

be taken to the very 
highest peak, over 
2700 metres high.  By 
the end of the week 
even the novices had 
skied on the most 
diffi cult slopes.  On 
the last day the whole 
party took a cable 
car across to the 
neighbouring resort of 

Sestriere, where some elements 
of the 2006 Winter Olympics 
had been staged.  The slopes 
were interesting and provided 
new challenges, but the resort 
itself lacked the charm of Sauze 
d’Oulx, so we were happy to 
return to our ‘home base’ at the 
end of the day.  These extensive 
resorts offered exciting and 
enjoyable skiing, and the sheer 
number of different slopes meant that there always seemed to 
be new areas to explore.  This must have ignited the competitive 
instinct within the pupils as they sought to impress their peers with 
their new techniques, with only the occasional failure!

This competitive pressure continued after the skiing and into 
the organised evening activities.  One such activity was ‘bum-
boarding’, where the pupils slid down a fl oodlit slope on a disc the 
size of a frisbee, followed by hot chocolate and a karaoke session.  
Another evening was spent in an excellent games complex 
playing pool, table tennis and various arcade games.  There were 
some more leisurely activities, too, such as shopping in the main 
town or enjoying pizza in a traditional restaurant.  The highlight, 
though, was the talent contest where all sorts of entertaining 
acts were on show, from card-tricks to hip-hop dancing to eating 
unmentionable substances!

During the trip the whole group took full advantage of all of the 
organised activities and everyone clearly enjoyed themselves at 
all stages.  The pupils showed great enthusiasm and cameraderie, 
and the staff were 
delighted to observe 
how well they 
supported each 
other throughout 
the week.  All in all, 
this was possibly the 
best school skiing 
trip of them all.

John Walliker

TWYCROSS SKI – SAUZE D’OULX 2011




